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EDITORIAL PREFACE 



KlliaUy, brethren. wturtsWrtf -tdnjp ftr= t^ue,. 

■,irLil+:n:'rLr ttvDKV 0" lwn*"i.T*btt, wh^t^vup 

thinip vast, wtaw«vvr:r (triiwS S« pun:, wiiatSQ- 
kvim UillffiS a™ ltHfity, whatsoever hliop; are o4 
K1 km 5 report i if there be flIVf vLrtne, and II there be 
ajy prai^ tblph ha 'Jimu ihibgV 

Nu see tin* of the imputation of India can nifortl to 
^lect her indent heritage. The treasures Ol knowledge, 
wisdom. aod beauty Vthjch are contained in her literature, 
philosophy, art, and related life rue loo precious lu be 
lost. £t nj citificn of India needs to use tliem, if lie is to 
he a cultured modern Indian. "Fldi ei an true of the ClLna- 
]j : iij, me M 7 i¥=lim , the Zoroastrian *3 of the Hindu. But, 
white l I jc focrimpc of India hai, been Enrgcty ^xplurtd by 
(scholar*, and the results of tlrelr toil are laid out fur ua in 
books, tkey unmioL iw said to be nully -available for the 
liL'dlnfiiy mnn. The volumes are in nrast casts eupctiaiire, 
and ate -of ten ((iEJinicaJ and difficult, Hnnrr; this saeries of 
uhucip bonks has been pjsnnnd by a group of Christian men. 
in nnkr that every educated Endian.. vyliether rich er pernr. 
may he able t£> find Iris way into ttue treasures of ISfUA'a 
past, Many Rnropeait-a, both in India and Elsewhere, will 
dcubtlcss he glad to use the series. 

The utmnsi care is being taken by the General Editors 
in selecting writers, and in passing mauuaciipts for the 
press. To every book two testa are rigidly appELed : every- 
thing must be suhuliuiy, Md everything must Tie Sym- 
pathetic. The purpose is to brine the be-il out of the sneicut 
treasuries, so that it may be known, enjoyed, and used. 
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INTRODUCTION 



In true abtitory of andean India, tlw fahTe rtf ASuka 
standi nut tike -snmc ETefi-t I [fTTWlnyan deux apiiosl 

the «ky, resplendent in the sitn, white the lower and nearer 
rancen ant hidden by the clouds. 

As an historical fipii^e, hen character has today a, two- 
fold iateresL for us : poLitkaJ and rcJJjdoua. Ha was the 
most illustrious iiiember of a great and powerful density, 
which hm 3o Ft indelible traces- of its achievements on 
Indian history, aid! ha was tlac leader isi Ills own day of 
a spiritual movement which, spreading fai with profound 
effect, "larked un *]juCll i:i lire history l:-L UiC Extern Worlds 
nnkS has txerdxd a re iiguvuii i nil utiic t «L|hJuL a [arse tent of 
tlte human i pice. 

ri wati inevitable that there should be a large admixture 
hp! IcecjhI ami myth pn the nMH of traditluai that Ira 

rr.^Liu: rcirl rvr.mcl the nurne of A:iokiL : t jiL ::;ht:l :.■; true 

of slL the heroes of nnliriaiiily who have impies*™) them- 
solves on the popular imairinntLon ; of the English King 
Arthur and his Knights ol the Round I’nlile, oE tltt ftrn>tS 
Klsip Allred, and of Sir Louis,, the saintly King oF l r nn.iK3e; 
but a remarkable fact about Afolu is that we havo si nnr 
disposal, clearly distinguishable from the almost unlimited 
amount of myth, a limited but sdH very ixjusidcrable 
amount of authentic anti indisputable coklenec of a mosl 
uibarturirt# kind, by wliidi he is brought ucarer to us and 
made rciryre Teal l]i:in any other iiKMiarch of ancient days ist 
I niHa, Reoftutly thin evjdeiioe has, been accumulating, The 
TC-'tsiss^iies. of scholar* arid the excavations of Lhe Arcbaio- 
kigionl SWrty have wnhjnmJ to plan: at our dlK-pusa! 
Fpcsb sources of i nforruatiDn,, in scar* oases c:)nfrnimr 
what bad prevkuisly been conjectured,, arwl ir rilhers; ntklmf 
to the sum of ascertained knowfctlpe aew Sads of very 
great val.ur s 




s 



aSoka 



Tn i.u:(lr , r^lT.nil tlir plni'e IJsfiL Aiiisa held in lnclia.ii 
history &ixl the worJc tic did a it is ncctssmy to consider 
hric-rty what may te termed his natural And nlwa his stuintua] 
peclierfe to tnwe, that is to- say, the stury of the bfouryH 
dynasty anti alio the oriEiii of EutSdhisrrir 

While no lustorihn uf India can ignore ASoks anti 
while evory student o£ religion rm^it take Buddha into 
account* t Imre are two writer to whom all who are interested 
in thcuo subjects owe a very special debt u-f obligation. 
Thai IfLte Mr. Vincent A. Smith, of the Civil Service:, 

find the la to Professor T. W. Rhys Ifovitfo reaped the Held so 
well that there is very little left tor the cleaner to piok tip 
in the way of new infonuation. They,, liowever, have been 
generous in plating the fruJ( of thdr labours at the sbtyJqc 
of the public.. Mr. -Smith h s volume on AJoko. In tkr Rnlera 
oE India aeries, bi (he only iuonosttaph on the subject In rite 
Kitplish Irsiiffiiitgc. So much new matter huiutie available 
after the book was written, dm the seociiul edJdnu,, which 
appeared cn lA)9 h jilthecjgib preaervinE the pcucrrJ plan ot 
flu first and wMtoht mfi-torifll emendation in rhe part rluit 
presented i he teeenris lecwdlKC Asolta, was ■■^bstantd&lly 
a new ■wort, 

The miriest volume on Buddhism, written as for beck 
as 137S, by Professor Rhyn Davids, for a aeries on the 
Non-Christian Religious Systems, puftliehed. by tl* Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, was for many years list 
(■:-t handbook on the subjem. T wo ntlker worta hy the 
j-iiliil: auUiuiH coeiic ill xt Lhi tlicKse that have bepn ircitliumsi, 
fesr ihu tight they ihrow Lirain tbe India cif the \l_nir;;;L period. 

One of these ?* Mr, Smith’s Early HitTery Indiana 
(he 4 iLlkdr iithe wllune or Buridkist indin, by Professor 
khyM Oividg. Articles by the siime writers on various 
Ddirn-ate in Hastings* Ertertfefiadfn si Rtti$ me 

fixj Eihifi cive ns their most recent opinions ami eiit- 
body the results oE some of the latest discoveries , Use 
same ■work contains many articles by other anlhoritieH 
(hat are uf much Interest to (he student ui the history of 
teligiuEL in India and the limit. The h i.itorii. a! volume 
(VlsI, 11} of tbe Ifltefl «ilj(ion of the fw/vriat Gastiietr of 
fxAin. (IfHjtfO alstnxi]lwi.r-s d useful summary, Mr. Vincent 
A. brail h beiuc ore of the principal contributors. Pot the 
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information* however, re£,ir(lillS the LilterefUirnf work mi 
GKEdoration. on tbn Kite oE the undent Pnlahtmtnt, which i.s 
xliJI [n proert5HH h we are unletAed Id due RcjkiriA thnit huve 
tieeil J nibkuhcd by UlC AhdluculoyMrd Survey uf India, 
Otltor WOfrkH that have been consulted will Ik referred to in 
the Luluv.-iriir isirea. 

In preparing for die t*r*KH a sworul edition uf the book 
much Ite^p has been oUaitied from the third edition of 
Me. VJin^ni Smith 'k pulditdiKl in 1^20, a slm-fl Unit 

hn'ifriTr hi:-; lJ™[H ; the On fife i& i’fiflfJif.by Sir J. H. MiWrtlialL. 
Director General oE An±£E&kisry i:i India; and Vulunne 1 ai 
Lbc- Cetttfoidge Hater? u/ /rtdia, eapedally the chapters 
Aio-k:. by Dr. F, W. Thomas and on the Mnaiumentn <»[ 
AndCnl Endih by Sir J. IL MirnhuilJ- Mnnalum's / feu - ly 
Htilwy of ftznifal hfti also been useful on account of Ihe 
iurmmary it givd? of Hie Art&aiasfrn. 

On the genial Subject r>f Buddhism in Indies 11 k ljenl 
.mot today is Itudrfiusi f’hiln/npfiy in fittiia .uni 
iy FpnFonBnr Keith, of Kcfj nil argil, ( fthcr T'WfignijtpJ mithi'ir- 
tkt arc Professor Louis dc bi Vall&e Roiussiui of Ghent ; 
ProEessor Oftramnre, of Geneva; nnd Professor Tta. Stcber- 
sitsky, oi Petrecrad. 





I 

THE MAURY A EMPIRE 

Tha invasion of Notili-Weat India liy Alasantfer the 
Great, whidi pf the fibrt definite liiisdnnirL in Indian hLstury 
ami marks tiie ijc^kiriui; ijf hdti-c jUiSc hut'iuceu India and 
the West, may Int tiilrvn as LIju Tin;.: ]K>lilL in Itlif aecuLtf 
history cyf A iink:i. 

In May, 327 imn. Atausmfcr crossed the KirttJu JfnsJt 
with TuBarmjr, and after spemline dJuift lUn nuinihs fnilirinfc 
the manntEfn tribes, he entered Iwlia in Kebruary, Jiltf. 
I li.lNL was at Ihnt Lime divided into n |anp= number of 
iiwlepoudent State*, *;«« hrpeancl some sued], hut nr™- of 
thain ownLnjr abeyance tu anyiAhcr an a paramount power. 
Tbe task of die invader trac maoe easier, an it was many 
ynirh. laior in the tfciys ui Dupleix and diva, through his 

aid ln.i::;r LnvLhked l>i: btlcdJ :j: Mjn-m of Iil warring kings 
and rvgninrtt the others. in May, 3Ai U.C., Alexander 
arrived at ihc JhcLum ri ver, the HyibhpCS of the Greek 
histcm-in-t-, and, stealing a mstteli nereis it, Sought k liflpl 
but successful Jsatdc nEitinst Pams, Hue- Lion of die Wvnph 
o£ that timer The Chcuob, or Ahc^ncs, in full flood, was 
leached in July and crossed with difficulty, I'hen they came 
lo tl&e Ram, or Hydraotet, which presented less difficulty. 
Three days' march further on was tlic Ifcas or liyphasi s 
rivet, which proved tu lx- Uh limit of tine Macedonian 
Lnvnsion. Chvli^j to disc-eatent aiiiorift hi* troops, Alexander, 
to Ins ureat mortEfitaiion, whs compelled to alandon his 
design of conqueriait the rich territory that (ay beyond. 
Not even the promise t>E all the wtidth i>F Asia as tlieir fruity 
ooulkl induce the weened soldi era to ndwiwc further, lie- 
Heating lo the Jhelura, Alexander tltonc built two thou^uri 
fralx from i lie fi tresl timl)er, and coiiuiwnucd his comhuKd 
iiiaedh ard voyage k> t|ie ^a, Eight thousand men were 
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in ihe Evmi[s,nnil ™ huadrad and twenty thousand lftrafch- 
Ctl dimt' the banks, Before turning his r ; ili> trwfflttfct 
tin,- wjiith. AlfiKantler held n cfarbar nf lii* oflieert raid 
representatives of die JuLiii States. He Smi vun^ueral hi 
nil so. on di-linst l;hii.~;.loi::.!; - but whnL precisely tire disposi- 
tions were which lie made for tire jjoyenuirent of these 
Lunin in ii.nl L:u>',v3|, 

IT* yuj'flfie teSBd ten months, and the soa was reached 
ewly in September, 3^5 me, Alexander then stajaod to 
march overland to hereda, ami lost must a( Li:; spuilx of 
war in Lhe desert of Gedtwsia (MtaknmJ, Jturt oE the 
artny was sent by ;«a to the Persian Gttlf, 

Had Alexander Jived, it is iiutcrible tint he would hsivc 

lignin ii3v-.ii.kci [thILi wfth more rule-rjiL.1 1~ prcipririiHi" n-i for 

ns ramtfinert. nml what fire effect might have boon on the 
L'niiine 01 Indian hustoTy is a mattci o: ^poerdatton; bn’ 
hi-^ cJtuth rat Baljyiem, in June, 3U3 ih.c,, a year after hiss 
reltim from India, at the early nee or thirty-two, was 
followed by the break-up of bi* empiro. TJm distant 
Indian provinces w-c-sw marie over to tba oiTiiftrs r-.ml 
princes f L i. whom iliey hnnJ been eiilnrtstaJ by Alexander, 
In severs! of titnri the former JraHan rulftto were idtowed 
to ramne tJ^ir Urmires, Fubjcct to a merely nominal 
i©cocn ition of the Macedonian ,is the Bovoruien power. 

Tire premier State in the interior ot India at Urn period 
was frla®adha or South Bihar, located in Patna and tiie 
ncH^hbouriug districts, ntd i'uIk] by what was known as 
tlx: Narnia Ujae uf kiriK*. 'j'lit ruler at die time of 
Atexi in t far’s fmriiikin. ut LbO Punjab w; is said to Ik the BOH 
of a barber who had jl pnrainottr of (tie late tji«cea 

ami who, with lier help, mutrderad ifw kina. A ronth, 
ChandKltfUjM, hy urrnie, was believed to he (to illegitimace 
ad on of Ebb royal house. |I? s?ems in sninr way to kiw 
incurred lire displeasure of the hinir and was eompelled to 
nee fur safety to the north-west, the scene of the Mace- 
donian Lnu:n])lis. We have tbe authority of Plutarch for 
Ihu statement (hat Chandragupta vidtad the Invaileref camp 
fii>j acttiaEly rout Alexander. The Nnndn Jung of Vlii^hiLa, 
Mahajudnu Ejy name, was unprspnlur, and the prospect 
miking an easy conquest of liis Id random was one of the 
reasons why Alexander was amotions to pursue his march 
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to the further east. It was reserved few Cfaandragu|ii;i I 
however, to eipel the barber's son aid. to w-tipy his 
thrumc. With (.tie help of a dever Brahman, CJun&iyn 
by natme. as hi; minister, he ■dialjfcikuttl .VtuhiLpjidrei 
Naiy.la te battle, defeated hi in, and then. irmrclcrori M i ni and 
aJa.> Ida entire fiumly, In bis revolt Ehandmcnpta had 
the aisiaiaiioe of one Of the warrior chieftains whom he 
turn! rnei in the north, nod who at first shared ha throne. 
lSi.it he wits soon disposed of, and Ctundrafpipm rtign:*] 
alone . Hie rule is believed L.j date Irvin. about the y?nr 
331 u.c., two years after ifte ctentli of Alexander. He 
reseed tor cweuty-Crmr yttirt, front l^taliputra, the modern 
Puna, its his eaptiafr 

ChiTxlrriEopta, lmiwn to th? Grecfes as SaiulroiiLitiija, 1 
was not content with the kingdom lie had won. but tuolc 
occasion by the hand to extend it to the north- west ovtr 
the scene of Alexander's exploits. From the Up* Ibe 
Indian provinces had been costive under Maeali mt;m role. 
iSeforii Alexander Jifuii rtliiraL’d to Pftns in he hus.nl tint hi;; 
JJfltfnp. Philippes, hud been iriHirijensI. find he was nnubJc to 
dortwre than make temporaiy iWttmEBTPftitS for □ successor. 
With Ihc help 0) the fiena; &fh;ang, tribes of the north-wed 
as his mercenaries, Chnndruciipla expelled the leaikirteua 
Macedonians and extended liio own tide over north Endiii 
and probably as far south as tlie Karl'iuln river. Holding' 
swuy fmm the Bay of Bengal to the Anitshn Sea, from (he 
Hirtiajayos In Ujjain, Ite beCMK, in fact, Che first Emperor 
of [ndpt. r J'he budding of ibis iren eutpiro in the space 
of nbont twenty-four years was one of (be ^reateiK pulitk-at 
achievement in the Siinlory ol the world. 

If was ntH without a struggle, however, that Maeflfkmia 
gave tip her Eastern conquests. On the partition of 
territory tllftt followed Aleitfljiider's death, iHUiltu kuM, 
snnj;u:LKnl imitator, the CunqilHUf, esIaULsheri bimi^lf ft* 
Sflirap of Babylon in 3£1 ire, Hv had gained ibis position 
simply l>y the pt-n^f of Ihc !*word h but in 315 u.e. he was 
expelled from Babylon by Antigonos, a successful rival, and 



■ tin'll 1 ' Llw hltiiLilk'4<riuii vt (be- du ad do k ottos ot i ,ruk nTlterr. iritli 
(:hiRd'.hri:pt:i t:iiil cUaliishtiS sise first ri tot-el piiliki lu rhi duvnulmry 
at BOifcot Fftdin.— Ciiw^rirfjpf MiiUfry vi /uaUl r Vvl- 1. p, 50. 
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Bought safety in Egypt. Rffltiftduft thence iti 313 b.c., lie 
recurred Eatiy Ion and set out li|Vju a course of conquest 
which at first (HLmnMid to revive I he fierier he Aleiuudort 
Nominally Kind »l tty rib, he was bc:«?c leng ruler nJ ell 
v-vsLuns Auii, jhuL in 305 Sue. he lt:; :;sa<L the Lrjdne. He 
tiiLm.'] in Ctanrira[pijrtft a very 1 furmirlitlilt; iivppnnrot, It is 
said Ihftt the Kinff of MsgRdha ums aWe to pel WO^COO 1 
men and 51,000 tiles; hauls on the field. Ko battle was 
fought; but Sclcuhos realized that il was hopeless to 
think of OOflfpitllng the Maurj-a Empire, Hlsllc the two 
k:ujrs lliaiie On Alliance ami .t-sUiblisuiicI iim jus cannitbii 
between the lut) families. SeleiLlws then withdrew his 
forces [rush Indra, It wflf ira4, however, au ignominious 
LlejiiLiture, Vet the terma wore certainly very much 
in fjivoar oF (,Thandm^nptn, who, liy rtnxnn of Ihs- 
territory ceded to him by Sclcukos, still further extended 
lies kingdom to the Hindu Kush, The actual sulrapdes 
that teens surrendered by Edcukos were those of Alia, 
A rush ostia, Gcdmafa, suit! PUropanlsadfte, and ekkcy may be 
said lo eorrespniul roughly with the present North-West 
Frontier Phswiuoe of India, with Bahrckiittaii and Use 
greater part of Afghanistan. The Manrya Empire, thus 
enlarged, almost equalled in fttfUait UK DriilDsh Empire of 
In dirt, It was Ick.-; extensive- in the extreme south of Hie- 
pe-iinsuiln and in the tar oust and north-cast, including 
neither Madras nor Assam nor Burma ; hut it was much 
more extensive in the north-west, In exchange for territory 
which was sufficient in LLscU to malta an empire, HeXrulus 
received the paltry t r i it of five hundred eLepihanti, It 
dear that su> marriage took place, 

SdftLikn* accepted the positioii as final, and, its totem if 
his I’ceufa siciit'i of ChirtdragiiPte as a lawful aove reign, uent 
Mugiislfitsitsii mime time nut moult later liut: !iUS ts.Cu, Lei be 
his nmfxL'^Kailcyr nt l-^artaEipntns. Ale^HKtht'-n.eK lusumi: the 

father of Indian history. He had some previous experience 
of the East, for he was by profession a soldier and he had 
served in the satrapy of Arachosia. During his residence 
at the court of Cbandragugita he kept his csth and eyes 
■o]Kn, and made- a ea-reful record of what he saw and 3«eatd, 
little dreAndng bow much future tjftnseriltioni would Ik 
indebted lo him for the information lie toeqpettbed to them. 




THE MAURY A EMPIRE 



J5 



What Si* wrote has, in its erisinal form, l*s;n lost, but 
mmctiftf it h,ts l-^urs preserved m the w*rfcs o£ ;iimI 

Latin ^riteta— Arrian h CurLiua, Plutarch , Justsn, PJmy f 

tJiiubu, A]jjia.rt ( and Athenaios, Some itgo i]t$ In* 
Mi. Alc.’Crindle, vvlw utl principal uf Patna Collage, per- 
formed ii very useful wcufc i:i on!l*t:i i all the raRSJtres; from 
lbes*r writers that could be traced Iv Meffaslhertcs ami cm- 
UafyLuff them in books descriptive ol andem [jvclh anti 
of its invasion by Alexander, Until quite recently, 
McgastheiKS stood almas! alone nu an authorit? uu the 
Mautya Empire, but the racavations that SJifr being carried 
on at the site trf PtHaliptilra are confirming iji a remarkable 
way i I'il: is-seilicnis c?E the old Ureek writer, MueTt ol what 

tie tcLk ns of the Strength anil s|!jL!:n]ni,ir r>f the empire 

might seem incredible, if ii were rot verified by actual 
demonstration, A fairLOua Sanskrit work on A rikaSHsira, 
I>uliticw, ascribed to Ghana Yj a, vrhfch was long lost, Isis 
rwwuHy teen recovered, Ji. is probably based oli Cha- 
Fia$;y.nk taudtfapfp Iwt in its present shape; it is dearly erf 
Eater dale than die fourth century h.c. It sheik mu:h 
light on the tom] conditions nnd institutions of Giluur cmtl 
BettpaJ before the Christian era. It was translated iirto 
English by ft, SharnaMstjy and published at ihc hi us Bit hire 
Government I'rc-ss in 11315, 

MegjLMhenea describes Patalipsura, which stood on (be 
iHtrtlwm bank of the rion liycr, near its junction with the 
Ganges— as mealed by the encavatitfs., it was situated just 
owtside tbs southern munkpd boundaries of the modem 
dly of Patna— aa a magnificent city, well fortified, and in 
every way worthy lt> In; the capital of a great IdnRtlran. 
He esti mated tiial ihe royal ramp conlaiii*d -}tJt)Jtt)y 
pereoan, and be tefls uk thtH Omruiragupta'a siantliiLe anny 
included hdO.LKKl inFuutry, 3<X>,W0 cAvzdiy „ It.tKhJ elephant! 
and a m-ulti tilde of chariots. For purpodfoi of raimjwrision 
the featlgr may be reminded tbit U* entire llritisli army in 
Iftdbi at tltK present day oonaista in alt of about 333 .Out) 
Lniiijjs, rrf which about, two-tbiidi ire Indian and one-third 
SuTopmn. This treat tiimj wan net the creation of 
Cbandraeupta ; ha inheriM it, or won it liy otroqnesi. 
from the Nandi monarch whooi he displaced. Plutarch's 
phrase is that wrtEi Ibis huge aud weli-equipped army 
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ChandieifVtpta 1 overran ; l ii 1 1 Kiihduni] I- hi? u-'hfJrt of [ftdia/ 

and we hays szj*m thin there is reason to believe that this 
is true. if wt eswot from ' India' the esteemc south and 
the far easi. There [s ;i tnufilioii that before tbo end of 
bits life Chnndroffumti abdicated the throne nod adopted 
lb- liie of a Jain ascetic, but its historical y is dnubiftil. 

He whs succeeded by his son, RiaduKcra, oihrirwtse 
krOwti as AmjtJHEhatta, the Slayer of Foes, who j-el^ned Jor 
Iwenty^Bve or twenty-niglLt ycari Dvraiifeil between bis 

dl E-tin giil'ihgd faiber ir.-d hi:; dill more frtmOIIE twin, 

ffinitWCT fills a eymparilively msignificaiii place Eu 
history, btu it is to his credit Ituat he not only kep£ intact 
the gTcyu empire his sire had won, and beerjeatbod it uaim- 
pstdred to his successor, but la add to have acLu^Ly ci:iii±.i>-e«J 
it towards the souths He lminhjinfed friendly relation:; 
with the Kbit! of Syria, who sent. Deinuttfabd lo Inks the 
place which IfcgastheneH had held in tlK (toys of ChA»Jn> 
jpiSJta. When rielcukos was muofiered in '£&) n.c„ he was 
aLICCCCdoJ by hits ftoni„ Antiochcvn Kotqr., who conttmicff to 
eorrespi-wid wscSi fthwIuKiTTi. There is a story that Rindn- 
aata asked AmiOtihos to send him some figs and raisin 
whie, and .added that he would also be oblijjed if hr would 
buy = profaswr (or him and ^end him to Palalipntra io 
teach him to anriw. AutiochoH relied Ltiui be bed much 
pleasure in echiUuc the figs urn I mi sin wine, hit reereEietl 
that he could nm comply with the fast rttiUiSt, ns it whs 
not lawful for Greeks iu sefr a professor. 

BtuleuLy l J fail add ph us, who was at thnt time King oE 
Rgy]it i'iiftJtA 1 } n,c%) sent UionyBos on a mission to 
India, anti it is possible Lhat he also visited PaLalk-it/a ; it 
is impossible to say, however, whether his visit took place 
in the lime of UiradiEaia or after his death. Etc, too, tiko 
Mccftsiheites, wrote an account of Ids cijxrkiKts, wbiefi 
--ill :.. v s -'■ ■!■ ■ li Muiv i:i 'he tint 1 ! u6:i"nry *..!>. SLdl 
another Greek who viHifed Isid-a wsw uji .admiral, kaLiuldes- 
by name, who had suia-td mailer %Kii£u;i I»mh Antiodios. He 
juaefe voya^s to India and mlltKted information about the; 
pc.-opln and country. 

In the year 37 1 # h,-c. HSnditsna died, and was succeeded 
by his son ASoku, ibe third and ths greatest of the Maurya 
line of kings. 
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Ok the early life yf Asoka-vardhana 1 we liayy cyry little 
auritcritic infoximlltaL Here arc litany traditions ahuut 
hit* y*ulh(u| 4 aya P sonic of which are fmiry eunsisUnt 
with thy facts whit.-Tl w* drt k&uw rugimUnsi thy 511541 aud 
thfl tilTits Eli which he lived, while cHIktk- -arc jacyt only 
without cwnfirmntioLi but mfe inherently imprulublt:. lo 
the l miner claw we may place the report that as a prince 
he JwW the aitpuiutJEiCiit uf Yiuemy, JiTjil at Tamila aju] 
afterwards at Ujjan:. We knew that it tran thy ctwtom to 
appoint princes of the ftiyaJ bJooi tubutli of these impor- 
liurl position k, Tasila is the nurne giver by tne □ reelf 
Jiistoriiujs to wh&t was, at the time of the Macedonian 
invasion, a rich anil HniLriKhine yity, It WOfl ttiO eap-lal uE 
a kiiiiiL Lim which yichtcd to Alexander. It w;ls ;m 
emporium yf inufe with Central Ada, anti a preai sent uf 
Hindu teamiise r S-'-artirii , the great grammarian, taught 
thcry, perl Mips fifty years- before AtcxajKirr'M lEusy. Tjudla 
Jiwetion on the North-Western Railway, in the i ahull of 
Rawalpindi, arljoiits the m&urtds which wvor its ntiusr In 
recent days it has been the sioene erf impyrtant estivation,!; 
by the Archaeological Survey, whfcai have thrown much 
light 00 the early IllsLlitv of IncLi.L, iiuduiliug lliy dcvylnp- 
itient id Indian art and the sprerul uf IturirlhiKm, M<msI of 
the tlisooverieiv. Iwwwver, seem U> Itcluntl to a period later 
than that of Asota. Early in the Christian ora Tamila wis 
™ place uf KutWhDst jiilgrimuuo, run! was hokl In preai 
sandfly as the kocfic of thy Fuddlm's sacrifico of Ida head. 
Alter that it disappears from history, until It in- unearthed 
by the twentieth-century pick and shovel. One aniourtt 

v AMta menus " sixrrvmtesncss.f " joy 7 ; mi'dAciJUft -sii-jul*. H Ifl- 

Cl^asi nx-' 
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saytUhaf Prince Ascltn won his spare by cdnq-nerinE; Tiraila, 
rtfnl that from il as a centre he ruled oyer ihe Pftnj&bv 

Uiisin, thu other pCace assudated r.-iih ?be young Asoka, 
is it Sown nut only of andem fiuiw Ihil jJ$o «f present^lar 
importiDca Is was known amonc men of the oldesi lime 
as Avauti. k is situated in theeentie of Malwa.of which 
it ia the traditional, cyjLtal n in lie State cf Gwalior. It is one 
of the .4ev®1 wtttwl cities of India, ar.d orthndos Hiaidus 
tiolieve thfi: it has existed from time IminenaotJalf It is, 
ii]sn- to the Hindu ge\Jgi“jpht:r vvJidt £l reeow-ich is? 4o the- 
British— the first meridian of kingit-Tuk, At the lime of 
A^oka, L’jjain was a treat commercial centre ; find he was 
sent iheLti to noyem as Viceroy the western provinces oE 

the Jjntiiyn E-ir.parc. 

It i* recartLcd os o. weil-ostsMishotl Fact that A^nk-i 
ascended the throne of his father anti grandfather in the year 
£74 1 m:. Me rcsKiacd about forty years. Little credence 
is now .given to- the story that he J waded to tlie Uirnnc 
through a ita. of LloOtl,' inutckriiis; ninety-] line of he* 
hfutbera and n$ nnly one. Thaos iras no chmN a 
tendency jnisonf Biniclhi^l citron iders of his life lo paint hi* 
ciuUTKter its black jus possible in the days before his mn- 
version, so that Ik sh<mld appeal all (lie more powerfully lo 
I he woi'W as a miracle of eraoc. The stoty is refitted by 
references CMitsdiwrl in the edict* Lu the brothers and sisters 
of llw king, who wore still living, ntflfiy yenra alter hin ac- 
cession, :im!. who BiOIlI A ])Lt« in tilt aflCclkHiii of the king. 
The only fuel itoil suggests cl: at Axoikj ctkl not £luei Lite 
tliT-ofK Without a El niggle is the tang cbcluy that tool: plnire 
before his final coronation, he solemn ronwemifon liy 
tberiteoE aspersion (ai Aitfaiat} ocurrespoDduiE to Dcnrofialkm, 
was not performed till the year me.. fotu years alter 
the bcKumlng of the reipn i but there ia tie Authentic record 
of bloodshed. All tike avsihhle evfdeitec goes to show that 
the Idugtlmn which had grown m imperial dimensions- 
under ChandisttnEla ItiXl Iswme flendy cntabl Lilted, and 
field nndDspwted swwy very wide area, baftire it was 

inherited by his cramteon. The careinnstruw:fis in which 
the gmndJatlier acquired power and the very bumbfc of even 
igr.-omtnit.iuti origin l*" the Lunily , make it probable Ikat 
there tvero rivals even in the days of Ibc grandson who 
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never bKOTic menu riled tti the mlu of the VEanryas ; 
their discontent muy have left them to attempt to prevent 
Atoka from Etseendlnp the throne, Uu history kIvck tts ilu 
enionnatson. It raay lie noted that A&nka liaTifetelf C&unii 
his 1 repiciJ yearn ' frail the date of his eoiLSEcmtion, 
I'Iik royal titlea which he assumed were deatmm fiiya* 
1 dear to ttie gcdn/ aud piy admit ' of jtracions mien.’ The 
ium rM liaise: titles has Iftcii quoted as a proof that Ifutklhistn 
was not sibd^dLailj tail If is Itaielly necessary to p^aln-t out 

tint Atiolia JuloptccL ihjem before: ha:: t.o liver .-? oil to Butl- 

dliisui, ami Lliat once a name lias k'en chosen it U l5i Ui;-i i J* 
ti> pet rid oE it. Many E-ood ChrisLiaas in India today 
retain Hindu names, L?i lusai fit tens tie Piyadesi i« Ihe 
title of out oE llm must L:]ii>Ml:int works Ofl T 1 10 SLibjOCt <A 
Aiolrj. it is by :i French sl"1:iiJ:it, if. Emile Sfirtait, and 
was pubiishetl in Itf^J am) re-TinSjJ:^h*fl in JBEJtk 

There is Vdy little itot is lohnvii with <xi‘Liii::ly LOffrufl- 
tnff the first thirteen years of Lhe relcu of Atoka. The 

monkish leperids of Ceylon, ns has already been meoti Lineal, 
Tepre^-'i him at this period of hi* life as a nnnnsiKr of 
wickedness. One day, in a transport of riite. be kheails 
with hia own iiautl five hmdred oE his ministers by Ihe 
award. Another day he muses live hundred women who 
hud di3ptused him to k burnl alivC. '1 Iko aterfy i* that I he 
wortien Eul rriuit-his] lhfi kin-n 1 Iflf breaking nfl rlie lea. '.res of 
an tree in the ]vtliW;c Ertmlcas, Arod it ftLrnJafow UP 

oprpoititriit.y for mfcntkminE that H fisokflj' which nie^iii 
1 without sorrow,' is die name of a tree, the Swam imtka, 
one al Ike many teem lield sacred by the Hindus, this one 
bans detlldiCLvl to or asaodaled with Kama, the pod of 
low. 

The frujt. is that we know very Little about Atoka person- 
ally dLQCpt iv hul lie Jits Lold uH IlI iitself , and 3:e would sol::: 
to Itaue rapardail lIk ferioil M his hie pnvi«i2 to his 
ocsiyflfsioit as a lilarik. It is pm liable ihftt he lived Ihe 
ordia*ry life of a Hit# hi mortaith, ami that it was nut the 
kind of life winch a saint would look bank upon with any 
feeling- of KLtsKfnetkm, Ho i& saki to lave been specially 
devoted to the cult of Si™, a cult that is iusl characterised 
by stiicr. asocticisTS!. He is said to liai-e fed Sd,fiOO- Brahman? 
daily, as his Eatlier and craifdfather bud done be tore him. 
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He- fr-Ml n r i SOr.lL’]f« alxvikt destroying Ufa in the hurtling 
field, nr earing animal fksli, nr tlrcnkiiiE wism. 

JIceaHthcaea gives ua many mlcr't'.Sli.i Yg; ^kljLila ;lI h 'Lil. Lite 
I marital admtnilBt ration <kT Lhe cnt[riii_ in Ejie day*. oE 
C'lvuMJca$upLi, and wt may im-:" Eh.nl the (]csaripE:nn 
hyltls good of at least (he earlier years of tttc rden of 
UobL 

fie 5 ftyK Mut the people vert divided into Seven 1 tribes ’ 
ri-r dassnh The first of Hksg were Lhe ' plti kreepheis, 1 or 
numerically the Bmakteiit but the highest in honour,, 
immune from labour and taxation, Their i mly bunnies was 
to perforin, or assist at, SKfifioes and to driving It Is 
evident Ehat Megisthanys 1WS torshtserJ two ClnS-'fis, 

Hit ISrihmana pfnd the nswtks or 4<*nnr&sJt, under this 
terror He says the only exception to the law that forbad 
a man changm? his dasa wan that any otic might become 
a philosopher. Any one can become an ascetic, but no 
one can become a Brahman. The second cLass, the cnltiva- 
loftii were the Sarteifi r aa they are today , They vrtjre oj-mmpt 
fmm WST and paid TiMurt of tht ttOStfOltr The Unci 
belonged to the kin?, and the CtdlivtHors paid hhrt one- 
fourth of the produce^ in attrition lu rtnl- The Chiril diucj 
were tfie herdsmen and hunters, who proWfly performed 
w-eniftl tasks, The fourth ■were traders, lurtisnoa and boat- 
men, who paid tiici oo the iwodnoe of their industry,, 
except that when they built ships and nude implements of 
war they received subsidies fmoi tike royal exchequer. 
The fifth c];lo< f ihre tiEhrtrs, name next tq the euJljya,tora in 
ntLmher. Thry did no tvork, rcoeivinE reenter pay ai*d 
Living a laiy life in times of peace, The sixth deux 
were inspectors, who made secret reports io the king of 
what was srcdnE on ; and the seventh constituted tlic -council 
of the kiiiu- from whom magi aura tea and the: o titer Ikigh 
officials ite« choifiii. This desL-riplioii does not suggest 
any pempartoonwith the ERldildoosI Eudf castes of Hinduism, 
and it has beep KUEgested itert Megax( hates may have [rut 
labi number Wfvera fmrn tsofnC Indian informant and then 
may hsort made bis own list of vitriol* occupslion-s ns they 
presented themselves to Ms eye-, 3 



E. M. lit van, Cki.vind{c flistiiry of India. Val- S, p. 409, 
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PaKdlpulra. 111* capita], was. governed hy a eo-TmnEssfon 
o f cligrty , divided int* six boards of five mcmbens each. 
Tl* first I'Niiiit) Lck:-U: charge of the Li.d - .i*;rial aits, :ut i=-.".UH- 
f«ji::.|; rug'.inJtJ aH ^rrvaiiLS fA [Liu State | the SeCOJKl board 
performed nn behalf ui fortfigTjfirs "hu servicer, w!lkb id a 

modem Stale arc rendered by 5 he <Wnavb Itpixrilrted by 
their own Eovemmenls--aJlfcri<]iPif 10 irt uicfcrtefla, 

buryiiur them when dead, and Jldminiflcetim[j UieLf eilate*. 
The Ltiinl board maintained a register oE births anrl deaths, 
for revenue and other purposes. The fourth exercised s 
e-caord mptttdskm over trade anti conun^w, and repu- 
Jated weiehl* 5n<l measures— a Sewd of Trade. Every- 
thing for sftk; w-its marked with an oAkM stamp, a tax on 
aafca being an important -source of FubEio revenue, A 
fifth board rcjrtdatcd the sale of mnrmf acta red eoculs, 
indiecnoua or imported. The sixth board coilloctctl the 
tax on sales, which, says filega-rthcnes, amounted In ten 
per cent, ad valor mi. Evasion of taxation , Eke theft, wtrs 
pmr.i shahie by laudfaLiou OJf death. 

Th* tiMiri u-aii Fnaintaiiaai with the luxury and extra- 
vagance ehariKteristic of Eastern potentates. Not only 
the king, bul hist courtesans as wel] were carried in 
paiankins of gvltl, and i-n rt}a] procfctajuiis Liw cLjLdpiueut 
□J these women was ns stunpUtotns as that of tht truevu. 
Fermle archers* as well is line courtesans, were in constant 
altemiriiiix c;n the monarch, and Lheir special duty in the 
roysl hurts, was to prevent the public from trespassing cm 
the route marked nut for Lbe king, That was C-, Stem 
law that, should tin* ii:ij; Ixfoini: dfinilr, any oF llis wnmni 
guards who killed him should revive speck'd Lujncnir. 1 
Tbc tourne was maried mil lb' rapes* and it was a capital 
crime for anyone (o piuss itijs Ifflrriei- vdrtimjL permibsion. 
A emknii form of rodor, with mixed teams of hunics ami 
hrituL-ls hanaeiBed to a car. was a pftmliHr item in tht 
phttUWie r>f court amusements, and bet Line on (be 
results was much indulged in. There were Eights between 
eiephnnU, hulls, ranis, etc. 

It is hardly possible that the outlying parts of the 
empire were governed with the Ajjnt efficiency and atten- 

1 CatubridHi ffitblrj of Iwtii t Vol- 1, [>. d IS. 




